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                Hello and welcome to my Geometry class! I am very excited to get to know, and work with, each of you throughout the year. For better or for worse, mathematics seems to persist in being the most socially acceptable discipline in which to perform poorly, or to simply “not get it.” I am enthusiastically confident that, together, we can make this years’ experience in geometry an exception to the rule. Personally, I view mathematics no differently than any other class or subject. Above all else, and before anything else, mine will be a thinking class, as opposed to a mathematics class. You are expected to arrive each day with the understanding that you will be challenged to think. Of course, there are numerous skills you will acquire, and much work to be done daily, though it is important to know I think of my class as something like a brain gym. You will be called upon to demonstrate your understanding at every possible opportunity. And while I will demand that you know much about geometry by the end of the course, remember that your ultimate goal in school, certainly mine for you this year, is that you emerge at the finish line as a more capable, efficient, and analytic thinker. 
Course Description
Geometry is the second course in a sequence of three required high school courses designed to ensure career and college readiness. The course represents a discrete study of geometry with correlated statistics applications. 
The standards in the three-course high school sequence specify the mathematics that all students should study in order to be college and career ready. Additional mathematics content is provided in fourth credit courses and advanced courses including pre-calculus, calculus, advanced statistics, discrete mathematics, and mathematics of finance courses. High school course content standards are listed by conceptual categories including Number and Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. Conceptual categories portray a coherent view of high school mathematics content; a student’s work with functions, for example, crosses a number of traditional course boundaries, potentially up through and including calculus. Standards for Mathematical Practice provide the foundation for instruction and assessment.
Course Outline
1.  Transformations in the Coordinate Plane
2.  Similarity, Congruence, and Proofs
3.  Right Triangle Trigonometry
4.  Circles and Volume
5.  Geometric and Algebraic Connections
6.  Applications of Probability
Textbook Information
There is one book used in this course entitled Geometry published by McGraw Hill Publishing Company.  You are responsible for your book.  Replacement cost for Geometry is $89.97.  Additionally, each student will be assigned a graphing calculator.  If your graphing calculator is lost or broken, it is your responsibility, and the replacement cost is $100.00

Classroom Rules
1.  Bring all needed materials to class.
2.  Upon entering the classroom, have a seat quietly and start working.
3.  There should only be one person speaking at a time.
4.  You should stay in your seat unless you have permission to do otherwise.
5.  Do not touch those possessions that do not belong to you.

ABOVE ALL, PLEASE BE RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE, AND SAFE.
Grading
Nine Weeks Average
· 60% of your grade will be derived from summative assessments, such as tests, projects, and vocabulary quizzes.
· 40% of your grade will be derived from formative assessments, such as homework and daily work

Year-Long Average
· 40% 1st Semester
· 40% 2nd Semester
· 20% EOC Assessment (End of Course Assessment)
Homework
Homework is considered an essential part of learning mathematics.  In order to be successful in this class, you must do your homework on a DAILY basis.  Failure to complete homework will result in a zero for every missed assignment.  Grading of homework will be based sometimes on completion and sometimes on accuracy.  As a result, it is important for you to do your best work on every assignment.  Additionally, after school tutoring will be mandatory for those students who accrue four or more missing assignments. 
Tutoring
With few exceptions, I will be staying after school every day for as long as students have questions. You may also feel free to email me if you have questions about the class, or would like a little extra help with the course content. 
Make-Up Work
It is your responsibility to find out if assignments are made during your absence. You should contact me about missed work at an appropriate time, i.e. not during instruction.  A student who is absent will be given 3 school days for each day he/she is absent to makeup his/her work.  Failure to satisfactorily complete makeup assignments within ten (10) school days of an absence will result in the student not receiving any credit for the make-up assignment(s).  Many of the class activities will be difficult to fully replicate individually, so please plan to be in school every possible moment.  


Classroom Materials
1.  A 1.5” or 2” loose-leaf three-ring binder (You will need a large binder as you should not throw away ANYTHING done during the course of this class.)
2.  Plenty of pencils (Pens are not allowed.  There will be a ten point penalty for anything done in pen.)
3.  Wide or college rule lined paper for three-ring binder
Class Expectations
· When the bell rings, all students are expected to be seated and working on the warm-up.  Failure to do this will result in 
· Working together is acceptable and even encouraged when appropriate.  However, students caught cheating or helping others to cheat will be disciplined according to the academic honesty policy.
· No candy, food, gum, or drinks other than water is allowed.
· Do not take out makeup, hairbrushes, or mirrors during class.  Those are bathroom items not classroom items.
· Show your work.  Problems that require explanation and/or many steps will require you to show your work to receive full credit.  (Show no work, and receive no credit.)
· No electronic devices are to be used at any time during class without express teacher permission.  Students who have any electronic device out without permission will be disciplined according to the student code of conduct.
· Do not write on or otherwise vandalize any property (specifically student desks) during the course of this class.  Students caught committing these acts will be given break detention.
· All students should go to the restroom during break.  Parent contact will be made should this become a problem.
· All school policies located in the Pickens High School students’ code of conduct are in effect at all times.

Consequences
1st offense-Verbal Warning                                            2nd offense-Teacher-Student Conference
3rd offense-Break Detention                                           4th offense-Parent Contact
5th offense, etc.-Before or After School Detention        6th offense, etc. - Administrative Referral 
Class Website

I currently maintain a website at https://sites.google.com/a/pickenscountyschools.org/gerrard/home. It is linked to the Pickens High School website and contains information about this course, such as what homework has been assigned, any pertinent class announcements, helpful links to mathematics resources, and more. 







Student and Parent Contract

Students and Parents,
	
	Please read and sign that you have read the syllabus for the 2016-2017 school year.

Thank you,

Mr. Gerrard


___________________________			_______________________________

Student Name (Please Print)			Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print)




___________________________			________________________________

Student Signature				Parent/Guardian Signature




___________________________			________________________________

Date						Date
